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Reflections on the Meaning of Hajj

The Prophet Abraham, peace be upon him, in obedience to the command Allah ta ‘ala, built the House which known as the K‘aba, located in a dessert place which sprang into life as the town of Mecca. When K’aba was completed, Allah commanded His beloved friend to call all mankind to make pilgrimage to it. Surrounded by mountains and a vast dessert, Abraham wondered how that could be possible, and asked: “My Lord! How can my voice possibly reach to all mankind?” Allah told him: “Your duty is to call. It is upon Us to spread your words.” Abraham stood on the stone from which he had supervised the construction of the house and called: “O Mankind! Your Lord has ordered a house to be built and He has invited you to perform pilgrimage to it.” The mountains bowed in humility to let Allah’s invitation pass by and so it reached to every corner of the Earth. All creation, even the stones and the trees heard it, and it entered the loins and the wombs of human beings, so that whoever performs the pilgrimage, from that day until the Day of Judgment, is responding to the call of Abraham with the words, “Labbayka Allahumma labbayk!” “I am here at your service O Allah! I am here at your service!” Abdullah ibn Abbas and Said ibn Jubair may Allah be pleased with them, both reported these words of Holy Prophet Muhammad, blessings and peace be upon him, and they are recorded in Tafsir At-Tabarani.
Together with the Declaration of Acceptance, the Prayer, the Fast, and the Wealth Tax, the Pilgrimage to Mecca is one of the five pillars of Islam. Allah has made it obligatory once in a lifetime for all men and women of sound mind and body who posses the means to travel. Hajj is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who can find a way there. 3:79. The Messenger of Allah, blessings and peace be upon him, said: “Hajj is once. For the one who goes again it is supererogatory worship.” (Sahih, Abu Dawud, Ahmad & Al-Hakim)

Allah teaches us in the Holy Quran: For Hajj are the months well known.  If anyone undertakes that duty therein let there be no sexual activity of any kind nor wickedness nor wrangling in the Hajj.  And whatever good you do Allah knows it.  And take a provision for the journey but the best of provisions is right conduct.  So fear Me O you that are wise.!  2:197. Performing Hajj correctly will purify your soul from the negative effects of sins and draw you nearer to Allah ta 'ala. The Holy Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him, said: “Whoever makes pilgrimage to this house should avoid any contact which might arouse sexual desire, and refrain from sin and transgression. He will be cleansed of his sins and return to his abode as pure as if he were newborn.” (Bukari & Muslim). And he also said, “An accepted Hajj has no reward except Paradise.” He encouraged all of us to perform the Hajj if we have the means to do so, and he also warned the people who had the means but did not go, saying: “The person who has the means to perform Hajj but does not do so can choose to die as a Christian or a Jew.

It has been said that if human activity on the Earth were observed from a distance, the one constant action which unified all races and nations would be the everlasting circles of prayer and the annual pilgrimage to its focal point. They might conclude that this was the center of the Earth, perhaps the center of the Universe.
The Rites of Hajj

Allah ta ‘ala has ordained the Hajj as both a sign and a lesson to human beings. If we examine each step of the Hajj, we will find that from the beginning to the end, it contains deep and clear evidence for every believer whether they are among the pilgrims or those who remain at home. The rites of Hajj establish Allah’s Unity, Dominion and Lordship over His Creation and remind human beings of their absolute dependence on their Lord and Sustainer.
If you reflect on the rites of the Pilgrimage; wearing Ihram, performing Tawaf and Sa‘y, standing on Arafat, and stoning the Shaytans, you will see that each of the rites has a deeper meaning, relevant both to this life and your journey to the Next World. To perform the Hajj in an acceptable manner requires obedience, sincerity, humility, and all the good qualities by which the believer will be successful in this life and the Next. 
Ihram
After intending to make Hajj and journeying from our homes to the land of Arabia, we arrive at our designated miqat, the place on the boundary of the holy city of Mecca. Here we remove our everyday clothes, take a bath and wrap ourselves in two pieces of simple, white, seamless cloth, like the two pieces of cloth that will be used to wrap our body when it is placed in the grave. These garments, known as ihram, remind the pilgrim that by undertaking this journey to the House of Allah, he has left his everyday material life. You should remember that one day you will have to leave this life, and at that time you will not have any choice about it. In the same manner you will have to leave all your material possessions behind, and nothing will be of any benefit to you except the good deeds that you have done. Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, related that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Three things accompany the dead person to his grave: his family, his wealth and his deeds. Two of them will return. Only one thing will stay. It is his deeds.” (Bukhari and Muslim) Remember that by performing Hajj you are purifying yourself of your sins, so when you remove your everyday clothes you should make the intention to remove all the things which are displeasing to Allah from your life. And remember when you make ablution and wrap yourself in these two pieces of cloth, that you should make a sincere intention never to return to any bad deeds which might accompany you to your grave and so be a reason for your torment in it and your punishment in Hell Fire. When you return you should try your best to keep this feeling with you for all the rest of your life until your meet your Lord.
Tawaf
Tawaf is circling K’aba seven times, starting at the Black Stone, with the House to your left. We should make Tawaf in a state of humility and awe, with an attentive heart, refraining from unnecessary speech, restraining our gaze, trying to keep ourselves in constant remembrance of Allah, and supplicating to Him as much as we are inspired to do so. Some observers who lack this understanding might say: ‘But you are worshipping those stones! What is the difference between you and the idol worshippers? But we are not worshipping these stones. We are giving them respect as Allah has commanded us, while our worship is directed only to Him.

Tawaf is a sign of the Unity of Allah, and by performing it we are putting our bodies into harmony with the Universe which is turning in worship to Allah. It is our declaration of obedience to our Creator as we circle His House, as all His Universe, from the minutest atoms to the greatest stars circle in obedience to the laws with which He created them. And everything circles in its own orbit. 36:40. In Tawaf we are conforming obediently to His commands, and acting in complete harmony with the rest of His creation, something we should try to remember to do when we return to our everyday lives.
The Holy Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said that the Black Stone is the Hand of Allah on Earth, by which He shakes hands with His servants as a man shakes hands with his brothers. Sayyidna Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said to the Black Stone: “You are only a stone, and if I had not seen the Messenger of Allah kissing you I would not do so,” Then remembering his beloved guide and friend, he wept. If we reflect upon the meaning of this act it is that as a reward for our humility and obedience Allah has allowed us to draw near to Him. We should try to keep this obedience with us from the time we return and go about our everyday business, for the rest of our lives until we meet our Lord.
As-Sa‘y
As-Sa‘y is to moving between the hills of Safa and Marwa seven times after performing Tawaf. 
Truly, Safa and Marwa are from the symbols of Allah. So whoever makes pilgrimage to the House or Umrah, there is no sin on him that he goes back and forth between them. And whoever does extra good, then truly Allah is the Most Appreciative, All-Knowing. 2:158. 

The Messenger of Allah, blessings and peace be upon him, said: “Perform As-Sa’y, for Allah has commanded all of you to do so.” (Ibn Majah, Ahmad & As-Shafi’i) When performing Sa’y you should lower your gaze, refrain from unnecessary speech, and occupy yourself with constant remembrance and supplications to Allah. Moreover you should take care not to harm the people you are passing in anyway, whether it be an action or speech. You should feel your lowliness, poverty and need of Allah to guide your heart, purify your soul and correct your life. 
So when the pilgrim hurries to the East and the West between Safa and Marwa, it is as if he is searching for something. We should reflect on how Hajar, the wife of Abraham, desperately searched for water for their child Ismael in this desert place. When she gave up exhausted and turned to her Lord and Sustainer, Allah ta ‘ala for help, the well of Zamzam sprang from where her baby was lying, supplying, her and Ismael, and all the pilgrims from that day with fresh water. We spend all our lives everyday traveling east and west, seeking our livelihood. If only we could remember how we performed As-Sa’y, and realize that it is Allah who will provide for us, and that our duty is to remember Him and obey Him and ask of Him Alone, as we did when we hurried between Safa and Marwa. Then true belief would spring from our hearts and by the light of this iman we would carry the message of Islam to the East and the West with us. This is the secret of Sa’y that we should try to keep in mind for the rest of our lives until we meet our Lord.

Arafat
When the Muslims, having left their families and their property, stand on Arafat calling out: “Here I am at your service, O Allah! Here I am! And asking Him for forgiveness, they are answering the call of Allah that was first given to mankind by our father Abraham, as we have mentioned. Standing on the plain of Arafat is a sign to remind us of the Day of Resurrection, when the Earth will be leveled and we will all be called from our graves to be judged for our deeds in this life. This is why Allah ta ‘ala begins Surah Al-Hajj with these verses. O mankind! fear your Lord! For the convulsion of the Hour will be a terrible thing! That Day you shall see every nursing mother will forget her suckling-babe and every pregnant female will abort her fetus: you will see mankind as in a drunken riot yet not drunk: but dreadful will be the Wrath of Allah. 22:1-2. Why does Allah remind us of the Day of Judgment at the beginning of Surah Al-Hajj? We only have to consider the pilgrims of all colors, races, languages and nationalities assembled there from all parts of this world, gathered in one place, wearing the same two pieces of white cloth, with no palaces or houses to distinguish the princes from the paupers, suffering together under the hot sun, to see that this is a rehearsal for the Day of Judgment. Allah warns us in the Holy Quran: O you men! it is you that have need of Allah: but Allah is the One Free of all wants, Worthy of all praise. If He so pleased He could blot you out and bring in a New Creation. Nor is that difficult for Allah. 35:15-17.

When you join your brothers and sisters as equals on Arafat, and stand in humility before Allah, you should realize the truth of your absolute poverty and need for Allah, because it is then that He will respond by elevating honoring and empowering you. We should recall that this was the reason for Allah’s help during the Battle of Badr. Allah had helped you at Badr when you were a contemptible little force; so fear Allah; thus may you show your gratitude. Ali-Imran:123.
If all the Muslims were to recognize their position of helplessness in front of Allah ta’ala, He would come to them and take them out of their distress. The pilgrim should try to hold on to the realization of his poverty and need which is so clear on Arafat, and keep this feeling of humility before his Lord with him for the rest of his life. 
Ar-Ramil Jamarat

After standing on Arafat, we spend the night at Mina considering the condition in which we presented ourselves before Allah during the hot afternoon. Never will we so clearly see our faults and wish to be rid of them. At this time we gather small pebbles to use the next day to stone the devils. The rite of stoning the devils reminds us of when Allah commanded Ibrahim in a dream to slay his beloved son Ismael, his only son who was even more precious because he was born after Ibrahim had already reached eighty years. As Ibrahim and his son Ishmael were preparing to obey Allah, the devil went to Hajar and said: “Your husband is going to sacrifice your beloved son Ismael! You must stop him!” But she stoned the devil and drove him away. Then the devil went to Ismael and said: “Your father is going to kill you! You should run away!” But Ismael stoned the devil and drove him away. After that the devil went to Ibrahim and said: “Would really you slay your only beloved son that you got after you became eighty years old?” But Ibrahim stoned the devil and drove him away. When Allah saw the obedience of the Ibrahim’s family, He rewarded them by releasing Ibrahim from his promise. So We gave him the good news of a boy ready to suffer and forbear. Then when (the son) reached (the age of) (serious) work with him he said: "O my son! I see in vision that I offer thee in sacrifice: what do you say?" (The son) said: "O my father! do as you are commanded: God-willing you will find me Patienct and Constant!" So when they had both submitted their wills (to Allah) and He had laid Him prostrate on his forehead (for sacrifice) We called out to him "O Abraham! "You have already fulfilled the vision!" This is the way that We reward those who do right. For this was obviously a trial. 37: 101-106.

There are three stone pillars representing the devils in Mina, which the pilgrims stone with the small pebbles which they gathered in Muzdalifah, intending with each pebble to remove from their hearts one of their bad qualities, in order that their hearts might be purified. Shaytan, the Devil, may Allah curse him, is a very real and malicious enemy to mankind in general and the Muslim in particular. He wants to enslave the pilgrims by tempting them and thus entrapping them in sin and disobedience so that they will become angry and their Hajj will not be acceptable to Allah.
So when we stone these three pillars it draws our attention to our faults and strengthens our desire to purify ourselves from the temptations of the devil. This throwing is clear evidence to Allah that we consider Shaytan to be our worst, most dangerous enemy, and every pilgrim and every one of us should remember this feeling for the rest of our lives so that we can meet our Lord in good condition.

Sacrifice
Allah ta ‘ala rewarded Abraham’s family for their obedience by giving them a ram to sacrifice in place of Ismael. Allah has commanded the pilgrims to commemorate this sacrifice. That they may witness the benefits (provided) for them and celebrate the name of Allah through the Days appointed over the cattle which He has provided for them (for sacrifice): then eat ye thereof and feed the distressed ones in want. 22:28

Allah clearly states that He does not need the meat of the sacrifice, which should be used to feed the needy. What He requires from the pilgrims is proof of their devotion and obedience to Him. The sacrificial camels we have made for you as among the Symbols from Allah: in them is (much) good for you: then pronounce the name of Allah over them as they line up (for sacrifice): when they are down on their sides (after slaughter) eat from them and feed such as (beg not but) live in contentment and such as beg with due humility: thus have we made animals subject to you that you may be grateful. It is not their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah: it is your piety that reaches Him: He has thus made them subject to you that you may glorify Allah for His guidance to you: and proclaim the Good News to all who do right. 22:36-37.
When Allah is generous to us by allowing us to perform Hajj, we must show our gratitude and obedience to Him by feeding the needy, and we should try to keep this feeling of gratitude to Allah and generosity to those in need, for the rest of our lives. 
Visiting the Sanctuary of the Holy Prophet.

Medina is the sanctuary of the Holy Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him. It is the place which he emigrated to from the persecution of Mecca. Abu Sa'id al-Khudri narrated that he said: “Ibrahim declared Mecca as the sacred territory and it became sacred, and I declare Medina as the sacred territory--the area between the two mountains (Air and Uhud). Thus no blood is to be shed within its bounds and no weapon is to be carried for fighting, and the leaves of the trees there should not be beaten off except for fodder. O Allah, bless us in our city; O Allah, bless us in our sa'; O Allah, bless us in our city. O Allah, bless with this blessing two more blessings. By Him in Whose Hand is my life, there is no ravine or mountain path of Medina which is not protected by two angels until you reach there.” (Muslim) And Abu Huraira narrated that he said: ‘Belief comes to Medina as a snake  to its hole. (Bukhari and Muslim) And he said: “Whoever can die in Medina, let him do so. I will be a witness for the one who dies in Medina.” (Tirmidhi & Ibn Majah)
It is narrated by Anas ibn Malik that the Holy Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him, said concerning his mosque: “A prayer in my mosque is greater than one thousand prayers in any other mosque except in the Sacred Mosque in Mecca, and a prayer in the Sacred Mosque is greater than 100,000 prayers in any other mosque.” (Muslim, Ahmad & Ibn Haban) And he said: “Whoever prays forty prayers in my mosque without missing a prayer, Allah will give him freedom from the Fire, Freedom from punishment and freedom from hypocrisy.” (Ahmad, At-Tabarani &Tirmidhi)
So visiting the city of Medina and the Holy Prophet’s Mosque is a good way to draw nearer top Allah ta ‘ala. When you visit the Holy Prophet’s Mosque, and the hallowed area near his grave, blessings and peace be upon him, it is a time to renew your promise to him, that you will follow his example and be with his people. To achieve this you must always try to be obedient to he has brought us because he said: “All my nation will enter Paradise except for the one who is refused.” The Companions asked him, “Who will be refused?” He replied, “The one who obeys me will enter the Garden, and the one who disobeys me will be refused.”
When we visit the Prophet’s mosque we should remember that this is the ground upon which he walked with his Companions, blessings and peace be upon him, and may Allah be pleased with them all. This is the place from which Islam was spread until it reached every corner of the world. When we return we should renew our covenant with the Holy Prophet and try to our best to follow his teaching and remain obedient to Allah for the rest of our lives.
May Allah accept our Hajj and purify us of our sins. Amen. 
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